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Recent exploration on the island of Little Cayman has re-
vealed the presence of a species of Dendropemon, a genus hith-
erto not known to occur in the Cayman Islands.

Dendpopemon aaximanensis Proctor, sp. nov.

Caules usque 20 am. longi^ supra basin usque 2 mm, orassi^
teretes, einerasaentes , vamosi; rami supeime plus v. minus aom-
pressi glabri laeveSj intemodiis 0.7 - 1.5 am. longis. Folia
1-1.5 rrm. longe petiolata^ oblonga usque ohlanceolato-oblongaf
inferne sensim in petiolum angustatOj antiae subaauta, apioulata,
0.5 - 2.5 am. longa^ 3-10 rrm. lata, nervo medio praesertim
subtus prorrtinente^ lateralibus paucisj prominulis v. obsoletis,
margine piano integra^ subaoriaaea. Infloresaentiae 1.5 - 4.5
mm. longe pedunoulatae ^ ipsae plemmque usque 1 am. longae,
rigidulae^ 4-8 florae^ glabrae^ laeves; rhaahis plus v. rrrinus

oompressa; pedicelli 0.5-1 rrm. longi; bvaateola laevia, apiae
libera bveviter triangularia. Calyaodium truncatum. Alabastra
oblonga obtusiusaula. Tepala ligulata a. 1.8 rrm. longa^ 0.5 -

0.6 rrm. lata. Stamina nan vidi. Stylus 0.9 - 1.1 rrm. longus,

stigrrute subaapitato. Baaaae obovoidae usque 5.5 rrm. longae
atropurpureae

.

TYPE: Little Cayman, 0.5 km. west of Sparrowhawk Hill,

parasitic on Capparis aynophallophora, collected August 11, 1975,

Proator 35215. The holotype is a unicate sheet deposited at the
Institute of Jamaica (IJ). This species is known so far only

from the type collection.

In its complete absence of indument this plant resembles
D. purpureus (L.) Krug 5 Urban of the Bahamas, Cuba, Hispaniola,

and Puerto Rico, the doubtful species D. brevipes Britton of the

Bahamas, and also the rare and little-known D. platypus Urban

of Cuba and D. rigidus Urban 6 Ekman of the Dominican Republic.

However, it differs from all of these by the much smaller dimen-

sions of all its parts.

I wish to express my thanks to Dr. David Stoddart and his

colleagues of the Royal Society Expedition, and to Dr. Marco

Giglioli of the Cayman Islands Mosquito Research and Control

Unit, for the opportunity of collecting on Little Cayman during

the summer of 1975.

U03


